"No longer did Stanton and Anthony insist that the 1850 Worcester Convention had begun the movement. They now relocated and antedated the movement's birthplace and time" (46) . Tetrault notes during the post-Civil War period, suffragist organizations sprung up throughout the country. For example, there were suffragist groups throughout the Midwest (i.e. Missouri Suffrage Association and the Northern Iowa Women Suffrage Association). In addition, black women began forming their own organizations throughout the South and the Washington, D.C., area. Tetrault insists, even with the formation of these different organizations, Anthony and Stanton still were viewed as the leaders of the movement. Nonetheless, Anthony believed that the movement needed to be unified through centralized leadership. Commemorating events according to the strategy set out by Anthony and Stanton helped unify the movement. More significantly, as Tetrault points out, these events became useful in establishing Seneca Falls as the birthplace of the movement as well. Importantly, Anthony and Stanton began to work on their History of the Women Suffrage in 1876, which Tetrault argues solidified 1848 as the origins story. She writes, "Stanton, Anthony, and Gage had no choice but to select some origin point. They chose to present that point as the 1848 convention in Seneca Falls" (120).
Tetrault's work provides readers with a compelling and eye-opening narrative. To a certain extent, Tetrault's book fits into the same school as Zagarri's Revolutionary Backlash: Women in Politics in Early America (2009) and Ginzberg's Untidy Origins: A History of Women's Rights in Antebellum New York (2005) , which both challenge the Seneca Falls origin story. However, Tetrault's book not only problematizes the origin story, it demonstrates the great lengths Anthony and Stanton went through to create this myth, which has been the dominant historical interpretation of the Women's Rights Movement. In writing this book, she is challenging reader/historian to look beyond the Seneca Falls interpretation.
